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almost six weeks lying on a couch, have gone through them.
It was said that Addison might have written his without
going out of England. By the excessive vulgarisms so
plentiful in these volumes, one might suppose the writer
had never stirred out of the parish of St. Giles. Her Latin,
French, and Italian, too, are so miserably spelt, that she
had better have studied her own language before she
floundered into other tongues. Her friends plead that she
piques herself on writing as she talks: methinks, then,
she should talk as she would write. There are many
indiscretions too in her work, of which she will perhaps be

told, though B-----s is dead.

I shall remove to Twickenham next week, to enjoy my
roses at least, since I have lost my lilacs and nightingales.
I ought, I know, dear Madam, to beg you would not take
the trouble of answering this; but when you have the great
good nature of remembering my gout, how ungrateful it
would be to deny myself the pleasure of hearing that you
have not suffered much lately by your headaches! I dare
not flatter myself that they are cured, for when are con-
stitutional evils quite removed ? We, who have intervals,
and still more, on whom Providence has showered comforts,
even when we are in pain, must recollect what more dur-
able sufferings exist, and how many miserable beings have
no fortunes to purchase alleviations. This I speak for
myself, who know how far I am from deserving any of the
blessings I enjoy. You, my dear Madam, have led a life of
virtue, and never forget your duties; it would be strange
then if I confounded you with

Your very respectful

And obliged humble servant,

HORACE WALPOLE.
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